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The Chairwoman’s Corner 

 

 
Dear NCers! 

 
First of all Happy New Year and the best wishes to you and yours! We hope that you have had a great 

start! 

 

Another year has passed, and NC is ready to bring the new excitement in this year through the traditional, 

but also new events planned for you in the 2010.  

But before we go into the details, let’s have a look back at 2009… 

 

 

2009… 
 

 

• Over 40 events have taken place  

• New members benefits are negotiated and agreed http://www.nordics.ch/offers.php 

• Special offer at the language school 

• Special discount at Holmes place 

• Special NC Ramada hotel discounts 

• Special offers at the partner bars and restos 

• Monthly 1st Thursday Afterwork are regularly held in Geneva 

• Monthly Lausanne Afterworks became an integral part of Lausanne Nordics lives 

• New events ideas were implemented 

• Regular events with the partner organizations 

• The official celebration of the NC 60th anniversary  

 

A personal thanks to the Board 2009 and the members for its contribution and engagement 

through out the year and for helping the Club to strengthen its positioning! 
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2010! 

 

 

At the recently held NC General Assembly the NC board has been re-elected.  

We are happy to say that there are several new faces and roles that we are able to introduce to you this 

year: 

 

- a new role of a Web Officer that will make sure to further develop and maintain our website 

- a new role of an Honorary Board Member, which is offered to a Senior Nordic with a broad 

network in Switzerland, that can contribute to the Board with his/hers rich experience and 

promote the Club 

- our Events Officers now have their special areas of responsibility – feel free to get directly in 

touch with them for any related questions 

 

 The NC Board Members 2010: 

 
NC President:  

Victoria Pekarska 

Vice Presidents:  

Sven Ravndal 

Treasurer:  

Anna Beck 

Web Officer: 

Pascal Petit 

 

Events Officers: 

Pietari Kauttu: Sports events 

Rita Johanesen: Lausanne events 

Katarina Krigard: Family events 

Sune Haldor Bertelsen: Business events 

 

Honorary Board Member 2010: 

Harry Landau, 

Deputy Ambassador of Sweden in Switzerland and Lichtenstein 
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NC Board Support: 
 

Mailing List Support:  

Niels Madsen 

Events Support: 

Marylin Gaucher 

Kristian Koivunen 

 

If you have missed the General Assembly and would like to contribute to the Board, please let us 

know by emailing to the nordiskclub@gmail.com.  

You are also welcome to support the board as a non-board member (for ex. if you wish to help 

with or organize a particular event). 

 

General Assembly Minutes Extract: 
 

- The NC is there for you to continue bringing the most unforgettable events through the year and 

to offer its community the best tools for keeping updated and get necessary help. But we can’t 

survive without your help. We are thanking everyone for the support in the past years and inviting 

the NC members to re-new their memberships. http://www.nordics.ch/join.php   

 

- NC is planning join the trend and go Facebook! Once the site is active an additional 

communication will be made 

 

- In order to bring more added value to its members, the NC is continuously looking for new 

partners and sponsors, both on a permanent basis and special events. Please feel free to get in 

touch with us for more information.  

 

 

For more updates, do keep checking www.nordics.ch. 

 

Have a great 2010 and looking forward to seeing you at the NC events! 

 

As Always Yours, 

 

Victoria 

NC President  

http://www.nordics.ch/
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Preliminary Events Plan 2009 

 

 

 
 

 
Please go ahead and make the reservations in your agendas! 

 

 

Traditional Nordic Events: 

 
- Midsommar: June 19 

- Creyfish party: tbc in Geneva 

- Julbord/ Xmas party: November 28
th
 in Geneva 

- Glögg: 1
st
 Thursday After Work, December 2

 
in Geneva 

 

 

  Traditional NC events*: 

 
- Cern NC visit (April 24) 

- Varbalen/ Spring Ball 2010 - in combination with 60
th

 NC anniversary. (May 1 in 

Geneva). 

- Cross-country Skiing (February 28) 

- Wine biking (tbc, May in Geneva) 

- 1
st
 Thursday Afterworks in Geneva (monthly) 

- NC Afterworks in Lausanne (every 3
rd

 week of the month) 

- Go-Carting (May 15) 

- Dress-up party (topic tbd, Sept. 25) 

- Curling (tbc in March) 

- Swedish Consulate visit (tbc in Geneva) 

 

*NC is planning to hold more business events this year. The communication will be done 

separately. 
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Some of the 2009 events highlights : 

 

- NC Fall Ball 2009 – NC 60
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

 

 
The NC has been proud to celebrate its new milestone with many of you! The event had taken 

place at the Hotel Mandarin Oriental, in Geneva. This event was not just a usual Nordic party, 

but a place where we have been able to highlight the Nordic Club’s traditions, people who 

stand behind it and its future plans. Apart from a traditional apero and a three course dinner, a 

traditional table toast master competition took place. It had added a great fun and appreciation 

to the event. As usually, the night had ended up on the dancing floor under the musical mix of 

the NC dedicated DJAmine.  

 

- Creyfish party 2009 

 

 
 

One of the finest Nordic traditional events that has been held year after year on the Geneva 

Boat. This year it was organized in collaboration with our partners who have made sure that 

no crayfish nor drinks were missing! A true Nordic party spirit – if you want to experience 

that, make sure to join us for this year’s event! 
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- NC Midsommer celebration 

 

 
 

The hightlight of the summer time Nordic traditional events – Midsummer celebration! This 

year it had taken place at the Geneva lake’s site outside Lausanne. Despite of the chilly 

weather, we have managed to gather a great number of guests from all over Suisse Romandie. 

The traditional foods and drinks, games and finally an after party were held until a very late 

night...  

 

- 1
st
 Thursday NC Afterwork in Geneva 

A traditional event that many of you can’t imagine its month without anymore… 

This year, we have made sure to keep it on a regular basis too. It was held in a variety of new 

places. We have continued running joint events together with our partners – Swedish and 

Spanish Clubs, which added additional flavor J Join us for the next event on February 4! 

 

- NC Lausanne Afterwork and Christmas Dinner 

The NC had strengthened its presence in Lausanne through its monthly events! And again, 

this year’s NC Christmas dinner took place in Lausanne as well. It was served by a Swedish 

chef and greatly appreciated by the Nordics who had even come all the way from Geneva to 

join the traditional meal.  

 

All the pictures can be views on our website’s picture gallery http://www.nordics.ch/gallery.php. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you soon at our upcoming events! 

 

 

As Always, 

 

Your NC Board -  

Pietari, Rita, Sven, Katarina, Maryline, Niels, Anna, Sune, Pascal & Victoria 
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A Fun Closure 

 

We all need a good laugh once in a while, especially when we can laugh at ourselves. Here are 

some… 

 

…Nordic Jokes* 

Last words  

Ole died. The regular pastor of the Lutheran Church was on vacation, so a neighboring one came to do the service. Before 

the funeral, the minister found Lena to ask her a little about Ole so to get to know him better. He gathered some 

information then asked: "Do you happen to know what Ole's last words were before he died?" Lena thought for a moment 

then replied: "Lena, put down that gun!" 

  

Experiment  

A Norwegian, Swede, Dane and a Finn were transported to a deserted Island as a Physiological/Sociological experiment. 

After a year the scientists return.  

As they approach the Island, the Norwegian was fishing, 

The Swede has established a government,  

the Dane has established a farm... 

and the Finn was still drunk. 

   

Big Book  

A Swedish student was in a bookstore. "This book will do half the job for you," the clerk said. "Good, I will have two, " 

the Swede replied. 

http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=66:last-words&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64:experiment&catid=37:finland&Itemid=56
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=62:big-book&catid=34:sweden&Itemid=54
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Swede in a Pub  

A Swede was in a pub in Norway and a regular customer suggested to him: 

- "I'll give you $200, if you let me smash ten beer bottles on your head." The Swede thought for a while and finally agreed, 

partly because of the peer pressure. The Norwegian smashed the first bottle on the Swede's head, then the second and so 

on, but he stopped after smashing nine bottles. 

- "So, when are you going to smash the tenth bottle?," asked the Swede. 

- "I am not a total idiot," the Norwegian replied, "then I would have to give you that $200." 

Math  

A Norwegian man wanted a job, but the foreman wasn't too keen to hire him. 

He told the Norwegian that first he would have to pass a math test.  

The Norwegian agreed.  

"Here's your first question, the foreman said. "Without using numbers, represent the number nine."  

"Without numbers?" the Norwegian says, "Dat's easy." and proceeded to draw a picture of three trees.  

"What's this?" the boss asked.  

"Ave you got no brain? Tree and tree and tree make nine," said the Norwegian. 

"Fair enough," said the foreman, while thinking to himself that he had been outsmarted. "Here's your second question. 

Use the same rules, but this time the number is 99."  

The Norwegian stares into space for awhile, then picks up the picture that he has just drawn and makes a smudge on each 

tree. "Ere you go."  

The boss scratches his head and says, "How on earth do you figure that to represent 99?"  

"Vell, each of dose trees is dirty now. So, it's dirty tree, dirty tree, and dirty tree, and dat is 99."  

The foreman is now worried that he's actually going to have to hire this Norwegian, so he says, "all right, last question. 

Same rules again, but represent the number 100.  

"The Norwegian stares into space some more, then he picks up the picture again and makes a little mark at the base of 

each tree and says, "Ere you go. One hundred."  

The boss looks at the attempt. "You must be nuts if you think that represents a hundred!" 

The Norwegian leans forward and points to the marks at the base of each tree and says, "A little dog came along and crap 

by each tree. So now you got dirty tree and a turd, dirty tree and a turd, and dirty tree and a turd, which makes one 

hundred.....So, when I start?!" 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=60:swede-in-a-pub&catid=34:sweden&Itemid=54
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=67:math&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55
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Lefsa  

Ole was on his death bed, The doctor had told Lena he wouldn't last the night. and he might as well die at home on his 

own bed.  After a while Ole's eyes flickered open and he sniffed the air and muttered Lefsa oh Lefsa. He worked his way 

to the edge of the bed and slipped to the floor.  Sniffing the air and muttering Lefsa he crawled to the stairs and half 

climbed half fell downstairs. Oh Lefsa he crawled to the kitchen door.  There he saw Lena standing at the stove cooking 

Lefsa with a stack of finished ones on the table.  He crawled to the table and painfully pulled himself up on a chair 

murmuring Lefsa.  He was reaching out for one when Lena turned and saw him.  She smacked his hand with the spatula 

and said "Now Ole stop that!  Those are for after the funeral".    

   

Hanging  

A Swede, a Norwegian and a Dane were arrested in France during the French revolution. They each got to choose which 

way they would die. The Norwegian chose the guillotine, because he saw it as the latest fashion. His head went under, but 

the blade stopped 1 inch from his neck. The French saw this as a sign from God or something and decided to let him go. 

The same thing happened to the Dane. Then they asked the Swede how he wanted to die. "I think I'll die by hanging, that 

guillotine doesn't work anyway," he said. 

   

Generosity  

Lars asked Ole, "Do you know the difference between a Norwegian and a canoe?" "No, I don't," said Ole. "A canoe will 

sometimes tip," explained Lars. 

   

The Smart Swede  

A Finn, a Swede and a Norwegian found themselves stranded on a small island. A Cannibal tribe lived on the island, and 

they imprisoned the three men.  

The cannibals gave each of them a final wish. First they asked the Norwegian. The Norwegian wanted to see his wife 

once more. The cannibals went to find the wife. After he saw his wife, the Norwegian was eaten, and the cannibals made 

a canoe out of his skin. The Finn wanted to smoke one more cigarette. He got his cigarette. After he was finished, he was 

eaten and his skin was used to make a canoe.  

Then came the Swede's turn - he wanted a fork. He started to punch holes into himself, and yelled: "YOU WON'T MAKE 

A CANOE OUT OF ME!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=65:lefsa&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63:hanging&catid=34:sweden&Itemid=54
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61:generosity&catid=34:sweden&Itemid=54
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=59:the-smart-swede&catid=34:sweden&Itemid=54
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Olaffsen's laundry  

A young man walks through New York Chinatown and notices a shop with the name Hans Olaffsen's Laundry. He 

thought it seemed out of place but curiosity got the best of him and he walked into the shop. He sees an old Chinese man 

sitting in the corner. 

He asked the old man, How in the world did this place get a name like Hans Olaffsen's Laundry? 

Old Man - That's the name of the owner. 

Young Man - Who's the owner? 

Old Man - I am. 

Young Man - How did you get a name like Hans Olaffsen? 

Old Man - Many years ago when I came to this country from Hong Kong, I was standing in line at Immigration. A man 

in front of me was a big blond Norwegian. The lady from Immigration asked him, What is your name? He say "Hans 

Olaffsen". Lady ask me, What is your name? I say Sam Ting. 

   

Little Ole  

Little Ole was sitting at the kitchen table doing his school homework. He had a puzzled look on his face at he considered 

the assignment that was due--writing an essay about his origin. He turned to question his mother. "Mama, where did 

Grandma come from?" he asked. "The stork brought her," answered mama Lena. "And where did you come from?" 

asked Little Ole. "The stork brought me," his mother answered. "And where did I come from?" Little Ole inquired. "Well 

son, the stork brought you too" mama Lena replied. With a scowl on his face, Little Ole picked up his pencil, turned to 

his school tablet, and began writing his essay: "There have been no natural births in our family for three generations." 

     

Virtanen  

Virtanen, wandering around Greece, comes across a monastery and is allowed in for a meal. He tells the Abbot he would 

like to stay there, as he is tired of the modern world.  "You are very welcome", replied the Abbot. "We need more 

inmates here to till the fields and maintain the buildings.  But I must tell you that we have certain rules. There are only 

two meals a day - porridge in the morning and soup in the evening. You must work 10 hours a day and we observe at all 

times the rule of silence. You are not allowed to speak at all." 

"No problem for a Finn" said Virtanen, "in fact it will make a nice change after Helsinki." 

Virtanen worked at the monastery for five years without speaking. At the end of this time he was summoned to the 

Abbot, who told him: "You have been an excellent worker. As a reward you are allowed to say two words".  

 

 

 

 

http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=57:olaffsens-laundry&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55:little-ole&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51:virtanen&catid=37:finland&Itemid=56
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Old relations  

Ole and Lena were getting on in years. Ole was 92 and Lena was 89. One evening they were sitting on the porch in their 

rockers. Ole reached over and patted Lena on her knee. "Lena, what ever happened to our sex relations?" he asked. 

"Well Ole, I just don't know," replied Lena. "I don't think we even got a card from them last Christmas." 

   

No expert  

A man was driving in the wilds of Iceland when his car stopped suddenly. He was not much of a mechanic, but in 

desperation he lifted the bonnet and peered at the engine. He was shaking his head in exasperation when a voice beside 

him said, "It's your carburator". Turning, he found himself face to face with a horse. He fled in horror, running over the 

brow of a nearby hill. Below, he saw a farm and hurtled down to it. He banged on the door and the farmer let him in. He 

poured out the story to the farmer, who sat impassively. When he had finished, the farmer asked, "What colour is the 

horse?". The man, stunned by the question, replied, "Brown". "Ah", said the farmer, "take no notice of him. That one 

knows nothing about cars" 

   

Markku  

Sirkka: "Markku! You never tell me that you love me" 

Markku: "Listen, 25 years ago when we were about to get married, I told you that I love you. If there is any change 

in the situation, I will let you know." 

   

Sweden and Tennis  

Title of world's thinnest book:  "The wit and Charisma of Swedish Tennis Players" 

   

Moose  

Canadian (visiting Norway)  :  "We have a lot of moose in Canada - I would say they are bigger than yours. Nearly half 

of all traffic accidents in the countryside are caused by the moose. 

Norwegian: "Then why the hell do you let them drive?" 
 

 

 

 

 

 
*http://www.nordicjokes.com/ 

http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=56:old-relations&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=54:no-expert&catid=38:iceland&Itemid=58
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52:markku&catid=37:finland&Itemid=56
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50:sweden-and-tennis&catid=34:sweden&Itemid=54
http://www.nordicjokes.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=48:moose&catid=35:norway&Itemid=55

